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Items that you are required to read to participate in this project, including the workshop at the 2026 
Space Settlement Summit: 

1. The project terms of reference: Read this first.  It contains the ground rules for the entire 
project, and you’ll be lost if you don’t read it. 

2. The use case discussion paper: Before you read this paper, write down what you think are 
your top three use cases for the first Earth-Moon orbital space settlement and bring them to 
the workshop. 

3. Gerard K. O’Neill — “The Colonization of Space,” Physics Today (1974): Read the article, 
reproduced by NSS with permission if you are short of time to read the book. 

4. Al Globus — “A Radically Easier Path to Space Settlement,” The Space Review (2017). 
Short article  and Full technical paper.  These papers offer a contrasting development 
pathway involving smaller settlements in equatorial low Earth orbit and an incremental 
progression involving tourism. It supports a discussion of how location, initial scale, and 
transportation requirements can change which use cases are plausible. 

5. NSS Space Settlement Roadmap, Version 3. You can find it free on line here. If you are 
new to the space settlement project, this is a valuable resource, although a bit dated.  A 
new version is coming soon. 

Additional recommendations, some of which you will have to buy: 

1. Gerard K. O’Neill — “The High Frontier: Human Colonies in Space”: You really should read his 
book.  It is the foundational text for the modern space settlement project. Available on Amazon at the 
link just above. 

2. Dale Skran and Rod Pyle – “A Dream Renewed: Space Settlement in the 21st Century, An 
updated look at Gerard O’Neill’s Vision.” (2026) Buy from the publisher here. Or on Amazon.  This 
book documents the work of participants in the NSS-NIAC Space Settlement Workshop and is 
required reading.  All NSS members received a free copy. If you order it now, you may get it before the 
upcoming workshop. 

3. Richard D. Johnson and Charles Holbrow, editors, Space Settlements: A Design Study, NASA 
SP-413 (1977). Online access through NSS. This is the original NASA-Ames summer study that 
defines a 10,000 person Stanford Torus.  Although dated in many ways, this remains the standard the 
project will be compared to. 
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