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Our Vision 
People living and working in thriving communities beyond Earth utilizing the vast 
resources of space for the dramatic betterment of all humanity.  

Our Mission  
To promote social, economic, technological, and political change to enable 
the expansion of civilization beyond Earth, to settle space, and to use the 
resulting resources to build a bright, prosperous future for humanity. The NSS 
supports steps toward these goals that include human spaceflight, commercial 
space development, space exploration, space applications, space resource 
utilization, robotic precursors, defense against asteroids, space solar power, 
development of relevant science and technology, and space settlement-
oriented education.  
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National Space Society Growth and Activities in 2022 
 

2022 was a period of great growth, both fiscal and social, for the National Space Society.  
We distributed a significant percentage of a 2021 $1M grant from Jeff Bezos's Club for the 
Future (CFF), roughly half each to external and internal STEM science and technology 
initiatives, as vetted by a CFF team appointed by the NSS Board of Directors. 
 
Major CFF Grant Activities 
 

2022 recipients of NSS STEM grants included: 

• Expanding Frontiers (EXF) of Brownsville, Texas; Dr. Rick Jenet, founder and executive 
director. EXF provides training and educational programs for students, women, veterans, and 
entrepreneurs to create and accelerate innovations in the South Texas area with a focus on 
space and energy technologies. EXF has garnered national recognition for their efforts, 
including the inaugural STEAM Talent Challenge from the U.S. Department of Commerce 
and the EPIC prize from the U.S. Department of Energy. Their NSS grant has allowed EXF to 
create the Scholars Internship Program that selects nine participants to work with for an 
entire year on a variety of projects. 

• KidsRead! Barry Ackerman started this pro-STEM nonprofit by collecting books for schools 
local to Southern California and distributing them to classrooms throughout the state. By 2022 
KidsRead! had donated 170,000 books to schools around the country. Their grant from the 
NSS has allowed them to donate another 4,700 space and science books to schools across 
the U.S. and the world.  

• STEAMSPACE, and its associated group Cities in Space, was the inspiration of Holly Melear, 
a schoolteacher who saw a deeper educational need within her community. STEAMSPACE 
brings together children from around the world to compete in space-themed design 
competitions, leadership summits, and a variety of other STEM activities. STEAMSPACE works 
with the University of Texas at Austin and Huston-Tillotson University to expose students in 
grades four through 12 to aerospace. The donation from the NSS has helped to keep these 
events running, keep prices for participation low and allowed the organization to buy 
important supplies.  

Direct NSS Activities 
 

With the abatement of the Covid-19 emergency, the NSS has returned to offering in-person 
engagement for the society, while retaining many of the online initiatives developed or 
enhanced during the pandemic. Significantly, the NSS's online Space Forums—which feature 
notable speakers from across space business, science, and technology—have continued 
twice monthly. At the same time, our annual gathering, the International Space 
Development Conference®, returned as in-person event in Arlington, Virginia in 2022, with 
more attendees than we had seen in many years; approximately 700 people joined us with 
200-plus being high school and college students from multiple countries. 
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Our educational programs have never been stronger. Two major competitions for high 
school-aged students, the Gerard K. O'Neill Space Settlement Contest and the Space 
Settlement Design Competition, have grown in popularity each year and collectively draw 
tens of thousands of participants. The NSS's SpacEdge Academy also holds its space policy 
and UNiversalization (spUN) Debates at ISDC each year, benefiting high school-aged 
students from around the world. Other educational initiatives are being developed, enabled 
by the NSS Club for the Future funds. 

 
 
 
 
Young people from a variety of countries 
participated in 2022's ISDC educational 
sessions. Credit: NSS/Keith Zacharski 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NSS Publications 
 

The NSS continues to publish its award-winning magazine, Ad Astra, in print, digital, and now 
audio editions (to better serve the visually impaired and also casual listeners). Ad Astra is 
distributed to all NSS members, NASA Federal Credit Union Affiliate members, and is sold in 
retail channels to over 1,200 bookstores across the U.S. and Canada. The estimated reach 
per issue is about 60,000 readers. 

 

 
A second major print and digital publication, The National Space Society’s Roadmap to 
Space Settlement, began revisions in 2022 for an updated publication in 2023. Additionally, 
proceedings of the NSS/NASA/NIAC Space Settlement Workshop were prepared during 2022 
for publication later in 2023. This will be one of, at most, a few major publications to address 
the topic of space settlement from a technical perspective in well over two decades. 
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Downlink is the weekly NSS newsletter sent to all members and NASA Federal Credit Union 
Affiliate Members to update them on NSS achievements, events, and initiatives, as well as 
time-sensitive space news items. 
 
NSS Policy Achievements 
 

The NSS has always sought to improve domestic space achievements through non-partisan 
political action and advocacy. In past years we have helped to keep the International 
Space Station program funded and more recently lent our significant presence to keeping 
the Near-Earth Object Surveyor (NEO Surveyor) program at the forefront of NASA 
developmental efforts—a program to help identify dangerous asteroids that may threaten 
Earth. 
 
Since the publication of the NSS Position paper in 2015 entitled “Next Generation Space 
Stations,” the NSS has been working with the Alliance for Space Development to ensure a 
"gapless transition" from the current International Space Station (use of which will be 
discontinued after 2030) to replacement commercial space stations. 2022 was the year that 
NASA’s answer to this challenge, the Commercial LEO Destinations program (CLD) was 
funded at $102M, about five times that of the previous year. Thanks to NSS members 
supporting CLD during the ASD March Storm space advocacy event in Washington, D.C., 
beginning in 2020, the idea of a gapless transition to commercial stations in low-Earth orbit 
has become the official NASA Plan of Record. 
 
 

 
Blue Origin's Orbital Reef commercial space station. Credit: Blue Origin 
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Other significant policy accomplishments for 2022 included the publication of six position 
papers: 

• Comments of the National Space Society to the National Space Council Staff 
Regarding Approaches for Authorization and Supervision, November 25, 2022  

• Comments of the National Space Society to the National Space Council Staff 
Regarding Novel Space Capabilities, November 14, 2022 

• NSS Statement on the Orbital Sustainability Act of 2022 (ORBITS Act), September 
2022  

• Joint Letter from the NSS, the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics 
(AIAA), and the Secure World Foundation (SWF), on the Expanded Role of the 
Office of Space Commerce (OSC) in Space Sustainability and similar press release, 
September 2022  

• NSS Position Statement: The National Orbital Debris Implementation 
Plan, September 2022  

• NSS Orbital Debris Policy Program Summary, August 2022 
 

Contests and Awards  

NSS Space Settlement Contest: The National Space Society conducted its annual Space 
Settlement contest for students in grades 6-12. The Gerard K. O'Neill Space Settlement 
Contest has grown significantly since the end of the Covid-19 pandemic and in 2022 saw a 
reported 17,000 student applicants submit high-quality entries from around the world. Teams 
from many nations convened at the ISDC in Arlington to compete for the top prize, a $5,000 
scholarship. 

NSS Space Settlement Design Competition: The NSS Space Settlement Design Competitions 
(SSDC) carried on the tradition of inspiring high school students worldwide both virtually and 
in-person, successfully expanding its presence both in the U.S. and abroad. In 2022, over 
2,600 high school students competed in complex design challenges involving space 
settlements in cislunar space, Mars, and the Asteroid belt. Initial sessions and presentations 
were conducted in Zoom meetings, and internal communications in student “companies” 
were accomplished using Discord, an online gaming tool. The finals for 2022 sessions were 
held in July 2023 with teams from nine countries convening at the NSS headquarters at the 
Kennedy Space Center to select final winners. 

The NSS spUN debates were held at the NSS International Space Development Conference 
with 4-person teams, ranging in age from 11-18. The debaters had formed cohesive, 
effective teams after completing preliminary online courses offered through the NSS 
SpacEdge Academy, an online repository of space science related lessons, activities, and 
resources. These debates are used as a tool to raise awareness and to educate students, 
participating coaches, judges, and spectators about the complexities of building a 
spacefaring society and how to go about setting their governing policies.  

The Martine Rothblatt Space Settlement in Our Lifetime Competition brought together 
dozens of competing business plans oriented toward achieving a significant advance 
toward space settlement for the second time in 2022 (and continued in 2023), with three 
finalists competing at the ISDC. Three cash prizes of $16,000, $10,000, and $6,000 USD were 
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granted to the three competing finalist teams through the generosity of NSS sponsor and 
Board of Governors member Dr. Martine Rothblatt. 

The NSS also honors individuals and groups who have made significant contributions 
consistent with the Society's mission of creating a spacefaring civilization with annual awards 
that include Space Pioneer Awards, the NSS Awards for Excellence for individual volunteer 
efforts in service to the Society, the Chris Pancratz Space Activist of the Year Award, the NSS 
Chapter of the Year Award, and Chapter Excellence Awards. Of special significance, in 2022 
the Robert A. Heinlein Award for significant lifetime contributions to the creation of a free, 
spacefaring civilization was given to Lori Garver, former NASA Deputy Direction and former 
NSS Executive Director. Past awardees include Dr. Freeman Dyson, Dr. Stephen Hawking, Elon 
Musk, and Burt Rutan. All awards were presented at the ISDC in Arlington.  

Financial Summary  

The NSS's independent auditor reports, a complete set of financial statements, and our 
annual 990 filings to the IRS can be obtained online or by calling our headquarters office at 
(321) 452-2448. The charts below detail our programmatic efficiency and source of funds 
followed by a financial summary of our activities for the year ending December 31, 2022. The 
information below is considered draft subject to an update upon completion of our 2022 
auditor report due in late	2023.  

  

 

$396,593 

$352,149 

$186,170 

$93,860 $6,341 

Sources of Funds

Membership Contributions and Grants Conferences Investment/Royalties Other
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Income   
Membership   $            396,593 
Contributions and Grants  $            352,149  
Conferences  $            186,170  
Investment/Royalties  $              93,860  
Other  $                6,341  
    

Total  $        1,035,113  
    
Expenses   
Education and Communication  $        1,013,028  
Policy and Research  $              78,222  
Fundraising  $            276,567  
Management & General  $              26,457  
    

Total  $        1,394,274  
    
Balance Sheet   
Increase (Decrease) in net Assets  $         (804,992) 
Net Assets at Beginning of Year  $        3,080,347  
    
Net Assets at End of Year  $        2,275,355  

 

 

 

 

$1,013,028 

$78,222 

$276,567 
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Expenses

Education and Communication Policy and Research Fundraising Management & General
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NSS Leadership 
Officers  
Karlton Johnson  
Chairman, Board of 
Governors  

Michelle Hanlon 
President  

Kirby Ikin  
Chairman, Board of 
Directors  

Anita Gale  
Chairman of the 
Executive Committee 
(CEO)  

Jeremy Wainscott 
Executive Vice 
President  

Dale Skran  
Senior VP and Chief 
Operating Officer  

Larry Ahearn  
Vice President, 
Chapters  

Gabriella Lindberg 
Vice President, 
Development  

Burton Dicht  
Vice President, 
Membership  

Lynne Zielinski  
Vice President, 
Education  

Mike Snyder  
Secretary  

Joe Redfield  
Treasurer  

John Strickland, Jr.  
Assistant Treasurer 
(ex officio)  

David Brandt-
Erichsen  
Assistant Secretary 
(ex officio)  

Board of Directors  
Kirby Ikin, Chair 
Larry Ahearn 
Dale Amon 
Alfred Anzaldua 
Greg Autry 
Gary Barnhard  
Chantelle Baier 
John Charles 
Francis Dellutri 
David Brandt-Erichsen  
Hoyt Davidson  
Lorna Jean Edmonds  
Anita Gale 
Al Globus 
Buckner Hightower  
Mark Hopkins 
Kirby Ikin 
Gabriela Lindberg Jeffrey 
Liss 
John Mankins 
Bryce Meyer  
Kenneth Money 
Amanda Moore  
Nichelle Nichols 
Bruce Pittman  
Joseph Rauscher 
Joe Redfield 
Hannah Rens 
Gabriel Rothblatt Avinash 
Shirode  
Dale Skran 
Mike Snyder 
John K. Strickland, Jr. David 
Stuart 
Lynne Zielinski  

Board of Governors  
Karlton Johnson,  
Chairman  

Mark Albrecht 
Buzz Aldrin 
Eric Anderson  
Norman R. Augustine  
Lance Bass  
Howard Bloom  
Bruce Boxleitner  
Dan Brandenstein  
Tom Cruise  
George Dietrich K.  
Eric Drexler  
Arthur M. Dula  
Don Fuqua  
Newt Gingrich  
Jeff Greason  
Harry Hamlin  
Tom Hanks  
Tanya Harrison  
Janet Ivey 
Mark Jannot  
Karlton Johnson  
Edwin Jones  
Lon Levin  
James Lovell 
Geoffrey Notkin 
Glenn Reynolds 
Henk Rogers 
Martine Rothblatt Harrison Schmitt 
Michael Simpson Anthony Tether 
Stephen Trimberger Maria von Braun 
Simon “Pete” Worden  
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About the National Space Society  

The National Space Society is an educational, grassroots, non-profit organization dedicated 
to the creation of a spacefaring civilization. The vision of the NSS is people living and working 
in thriving communities beyond Earth and the utilization of the vast resources of space for the 
dramatic betterment of humanity. The mission of the NSS is to promote social, economic, 
technological, and political change to enable the expansion of civilization beyond Earth, to 
settle space, and to use the resulting resources to build a bright, prosperous future for 
humanity. The NSS supports steps toward these goals that include human spaceflight, 
commercial space development, space exploration, space applications, space resource 
utilization, robotic precursors, defense against asteroids, space solar power, development of 
relevant science and technology, and space settlement-oriented education.  

The NSS was founded in 1987 by a merger of the National Space Institute (founded in 1974) 
and the L5 Society (founded in 1975). The NSS is widely acknowledged as the preeminent 
citizen's voice on space with over 50 chapters in the United States and around the world. The 
society also publishes Ad Astra magazine, an award-winning periodical chronicling the most 
important developments in space. For U.S. tax purposes, NSS is a tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) 
educational, non-profit corporation. All donations to the NSS are fully tax deductible (as 
allowed by your local laws). NSS grassroots political activities are governed by the 501(h) 
election, which permits a limited amount of activity aimed at influencing U.S. legislation.  

 


